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To the Editor,

European Student Research Network (EuroSurg)
collaborative was founded by medical students and
surgeons at the European Society of Coloproctology
(ESCP) congress in 2015 with the aim of running mul-
ti-center international studies (1). Due to purpose of
collaboration, it has gained active members from many
countries all across Europe in very short time.

Turkey is one of the founder members of EuroSurg
Collaborative. In the first project called “EuroSurg-1
Major Gastrointestinal Surgery”, EuroSurg Turkey took
part with more than 120 collaborators from 20 facul-
ties (2). Projects like these will provide opportunities
for medical students in Turkey to take part in an in-
ternational project and take an important step for the-
ir future academic careers. EuroSurg Turkey National
Management Team consists of local leads from atten-
ding universities.

EuroSurg collaborative provides opportunities for
students who are willing to improve research skills,
to contribute to international studies. It also supports
education for evidence-based research. All collabora-
tors who contribute to EuroSurg projects will gain im-
portant research methodology skills throughout the
study process (3). All students’ names who contribute
to EuroSurg projects will be listed as PubMed-citable
co-authors.

Postoperative ileus is known as temporary bowel
motility dysfunction after abdominal surgery or abdo-
minal trauma. After major abdominal surgery, paraly-
tic period lasts 0-24 hours for the small intestine, 24-48
hours for the stomach and 48-72 hours for the colon.
The absence of intestinal motility after these periods is
called postoperative ileus (4).

Ileus Management International (IMAGINE) pro-
ject is a cohort study which will assess postoperative
ileus incidence and treatment protocol at different
centers around the world. Besides this main aim, this
project also focuses on the effects of nonsteroidal an-
ti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) on the recovery of
intestinal functions when used for postoperative anal-
gesia, also the safety and risks of NSAIDs (including
acute kidney damage and anastomosis leakage) will be
assessed (5). People who contribute to this cohort study
as medical students, interns, residents will prospecti-
vely collect data of patients undergoing elective colore-
ctal surgery over a 14-day period.

EuroSurg Turkey aims for the collaboration of me-
dical students, surgical trainees and consultant surge-
ons in Turkey and their engagement in international
research projects. In this manner, Turkish medical stu-
dents who are willing to take part in a study will have a
more effective role in the medical research world.
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